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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE LIMA 4287 

E. O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EFIS, PE 
SUB J : PERU' S TUNA FLEET 

REF: LIMA 0636, 0311 

1. WELL- PLACED SOURCE HAS CONFIRMED THAT PERU MOVING 
AHEAD WITH SUBSTANTIAL DEEP- SEA FLEET AS REPORTED REFTELS. 
SOURCE CONFIRMED RECENT PUBLISHED ACCOUNT ( COPIES OF 
ARTICLE BEING POUCHED) WHICH NOTED THAT GOP' S STATE TUNA 
ENTERPRISE PEPESCA, S. A. IN CONNECTION WITH SAN BLAS PLAN TO 
BEGIN DEEP- SEA TUNA OPERATIONS WITHIN TWO MONTHS ( AUGUST- 
SEPTEMBER 73) WITH DELIVERY OF 1 100- TON CLIPPER UNDER 
CONTRACT FROM PUERTO RICAN FIRM. IN ADDITION PEPESCA HAS 
EIGHT BOATS ON ORDER, INCLUDING FIVE 1000- TON VESSELS 
FROM ENGLAND ( TWO TO BE CONSTRUCTED LOCALLY FROM KITS) 
AND THREE 300- TON VESSELS TO BE CONSTRUCTED AT PICA 
BOATYARD IN CHIMBOTE. FINANCING INCLUDES BANCO 
INDUSTRIAL ($2 MILLION) AND COFIDE ($13.2 MILLION). 

CAPITAL HELD BY COFIDE, BANCO INDUSTRIAL, EPSEP ( EMPRESA 
PUBLICA DE SERVICIOS PESQUEROS), AND SAN BLAS. 

2. SOURCE CONFIRMED EARLIER REPORTS THAT U. S. FIRM 
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VAN CAMP HAS REACHED AGREEMENT WITH GOP TO ACT AS SOLE 
DISTRIBUTOR FOR FOREIGN TUNA SALES GENERATED BY PEPESCA. 

GOP TO RELY ON VAN CAMP FOR TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE, TRAINING 
OF SOME CREWS, AND USE OF VAN CAMP FACILITIES FOR PERUVIAN 
BOATS OPERATING OUTSIDE PERUVIAN WATERS. SOURCE PREDICTS 
THAT GOP WILL PROBABLY REFUSE GRANT LICENSES FOR NON- PERUVIAN 
TUNA BOATS WITHIN THEIR CLAIMED TERRITORIAL WATERS WHEN IN 
FULL OPERATION AND WILL BE RELUCTANT TO JOIN INTERAMERICAN 
TROPICAL TUNA COMMISSION. 

3. COMMENT: AS NOTED REFTEL 03 1 1 , TIME GROWING 
SHORTER FOR U. S. FISHING INTERESTS, IN ADDITION TO PRESENT 
STAR KIST AND VAN CAMP ARRANGEMENTS, TO GET FOOTHOLD IN 
DOOR BEFORE PERUVIANS MOST LIKELY CLOSE IT TO OTHERS. 

BELCHER 
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